Biodiversity Teaching Experiment (Leaf Pack) – 2012-13 Teacher Feedback Form

Biodiversity Teaching Experiment Feedback form
Form where teachers give feedback on the teaching experiment and also document their implementation of the experiment
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Teacher Name:
Email Address:

School:
Primary Research Contact(s):
Grade:

Start Date:


End Date:


Form Completion Date:
Thank you for doing our teaching experiment (TE) this year! Your participation is incredibly important to our research because without you and your classes, we wouldn’t be able to investigate students’ learning about Biodiversity. We understand that a classroom is not a laboratory, and it won’t always be appropriate for your class to implement the TE exactly as we’ve written it. That’s why this form is so vital; the information you record here will help us to understand and differentiate patterns we see between classrooms. 


Record of Teaching Activities

The following tables lists the activities included in the unit. It is important that we know what happened in your classroom during and between lessons. In particular, we need to know when you did each activity, how much time elapsed between doing assessments and doing the TE, and what other content you taught during that time.

	Activity
	Date(s) performed

	What happened in your classroom?

• List specifically which parts of the activity were performed

• List all worksheets completed by students

• Did students work in groups or individually?

• Was the activity a teacher-led demonstration?

• What type of technology was used (internet, PowerPoint, projector, lab equipment)?
	Did you modify the lesson?

•
How did you modify the activity?

•
Why did you feel these modifications were necessary?


	Formative Assessment
· How did you use the learning progression “Look Fors” while teaching the lesson?

· How did assessing student thinking affect how you taught the lesson?

	Pre-Assessment
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #1:

What lives in leaves in a stream? Experiment design
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #2: What lives in leaves in a stream? Experiment in-class set-up and Field trip
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #3:

What lives in leaves in a stream? Making a stream food web poster
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #4:

What is biodiversity?
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #5:

What lives in leaf packs? Macroinvertebrate data collection

	
	
	
	
	


	Activity
	Date(s) performed

	What happened in your classroom?


	Did you modify the lesson?


	Formative Assessment


	Lesson #6:

Who eats whom?
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #7:

Exploring Your Data
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #8:

What lives in leaf packs? Let’s look closer
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #9:

How are organisms related?
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #10: Disturbance and Dispersal
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #11: Who eats whom? Revisited
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson #12: Biodiversity & Your Stream
	
	
	
	
	


	Activity
	Date(s) performed

	What happened in your classroom?


	Did you modify the lesson?


	Formative Assessment


	Lesson #13: Comparing the stream to what is familiar
	
	
	
	
	

	Post-Assessment
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional Lesson Appendix A: Introduction of biodiversity vocabulary
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional Lesson Appendix B: Dissolved Oxygen Resources
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional Lesson Appendix D: What size is it?
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional Lesson Appendix E: How are organisms classified?
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional Lesson Appendix F: Design an experiment with defended hypothesis
	
	
	
	
	


The rest of the form should be filled out after you have finished the teaching the unit.

Understanding of Learning Goals
	
	Was Goal achieved?
	How do you know?

	
	Not at all
	Only a little
	Some-

what
	Moder-

ately
	A lot
	Almost entirely 
	

	1. Recognize that macroinvertebrate and microorganism diversity exists.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Be able to classify organisms based on similarities and differences in morphology, biotic and abiotic requirements, and dispersal ability.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Understand 3 major factors structure biological communities: 1. organisms must be able to get to a location (disperse), 2. have particular abiotic and 3. biotic requirements. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Understand that an organisms' activities influence the abiotic environment and be able to predict how a change in the population of a given organism would impact the abiotic environment and, in turn, other biota.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Understand the components of biodiversity (richness, evenness, and abundance) and why biodiversity is important for ecosystem functioning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Overall Impression of the TE

Please indicate with an “x” to what extent you agree or disagree with the statements below. 

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Additional comments /

Please explain where you disagree

	1. The sequence of activities seemed adequate for meeting the learning goals.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. I found the teacher guide to be helpful.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. The worksheets were useful for my students.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. The activities were appropriate for my students.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. The Biodiversity unit fit with the current standards for my grade.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. I would be able to do the biodiversity unit without extra assistance.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. I would teach these lessons in the future.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. The assessments helped me understand my students’ thinking.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. The assessments helped me target my instruction for my students’ learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	


1. Did you teach anything besides TE content between the pre- and post-assessments? 
Yes
No

If yes, please briefly summarize other topics and materials used.

2.  Did you take your students outside as part of your teaching of the TE? 
Yes
No

If Yes, please briefly describe.
3. Did you connect the TE to a local environmental issue? 
Yes
No
If Yes, please briefly describe the issue and how you connected to it.
4. Did you look at the pre-test data before you taught your lessons? 
Yes
No

a. If Yes, please briefly describe how you used it.
5. How did you obtain supplies and equipment? How easy was it to get the equipment you used?

Please share your overall impressions of the TE. Can you suggest improvements or modifications to the TE that would make it more valuable to you and your students?
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